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were in mourning. He was not prepared himself to accept the European mourn-
ing dress for this purpose, and, with some modification in deference to the feel-
ings of his European friends, he had adopted the dress similar to that of an
indentured  Indian.   He asked  his fellow-countrymen to adopt some sign of
mourning to show to the world that they were mourning, and further to
adopt some inward observance also. And perhaps he might tell them what his
inward mourning was—to restrict himself to one meal a day. They had been
released, he continued, not on any condition, but they knew that they were
released on the recommendation of a Commission appointed by the Govern-
ment, in order that every facility might be given not only to them, but to the
Indian community, to bring before the Commission any evidence that commu-
nity might have in its possession. He thought that a right and proper thing that
the Government had appointed a Commission, but he thought the Commission
was open to the gravest objection from the Indian standpoint; and he was there
to tender his humble advice to them that it was impossible to accept the Com-
mission in a form in which the Indians had no voice. They were fighting
for so many grievances, and the underlying spirit of the struggle was to obtain
full recognition on the part of the Government of the right of consultation
in anything which appertained to Indian interests. Unless the Government was
prepared to condescend to that extent, unless they were prepared to ascertain
and respect the Indian sentiments, it was not possible for Indians, as loyal
but manly citizens of the Empire, to render obedience to their Commissions or
laws which they might have passed over their heads. This was one of the seri-
ous fundamental objections. The other objection was that it was a partisan
Ck)mmission; therefore, the Indians wanted their own partisans on it- This they
might not get, but they at least wanted impartial men, who had not expressed
opinions hostile to their interests, but gentlemen who would be able to bring
to the deliberations of the Commission an open, just and impartial mind.
(Applause.) He considered that Mr. Esselen and Mr. Wylie, honourable gentle-
men as they were, could not possibly bring open minds to bear on the inquiry,
for the simple reason that they had their own human limitations and could
not divest themselves of their anti-Asiatic views which they had expressed times
without number. If the Government appointed the Indians* nominees, and thus
honoured their sentiments, and granted a release for the prisoners now in
gad, he thought it would be possible for them to assist the Government, and
therefore, the Empire, and bring, perhaps, this crisis to an end without further
suffering. But it might be that they might have to undergo further suffering,
It might be that their sins were so great that they might have to do still fur-
ther penance*
Therefore, I hope you will hold yourselves in readiness to res-
pond to the call the Government may make by declining our just
and reasonable requests, and then, to again force the pace by
again undergoing still greater purifying suffering, until at last the

